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Happy New Year!! 
 
I am very excited to begin second 
semester at Broome High School.  Our 
students and staff continue to excel in 
the classroom, in athletics, in arts and in 
community service.  We have high 
expectations for the upcoming semester.  
Winter sports are nearing the end of 
their seasons, while at the same time our 
spring sports are just preparing to begin.  
I encourage all of our students to get 
involved in the activities our school 
offers.  Students that are engaged in 
activities after the normal school day do 
better in school.  If you have questions 
about school offerings please speak with 
a teacher, coach, athletic director, music 
director or administrator. 
We have several important events 
coming up in February.  The first is a 
recognition by The College Board on 
February 2nd.  Our school is one of four 
schools in the country being recognized.  
We will receive the award during an 
assembly here at Broome High School.  
The specific details about the award will 
be shared during the awards program. 
Our Black History Assemble will be held 
during 4th block on February 8th.  Eryn 
Rogers will be our guest speaker.   
Broome High School will be hosting a 
College & Career Fair on February 12th.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are expecting 100 representatives 
from colleges and businesses.  Cowpens 
Middle School and Middle School of 
Pacolet 8th grade students will be 
attending this event.  
Registration for the 2016-17 school year 
will begin in early March.  Broome staff 
will be meeting with 8th grade parents at 
the Middle School of Pacolet on 
February 23rd and at Cowpens Middle 
School on February 25.  Both meetings 
begin at 6:00pm. 
Please continue to be involved in our 
school as we strive to help all of our 
students become College & Career ready. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Sincerely,  

Rodney D. Graves 
Principal 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

The Principal’s Voice 

Voice 

I 
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Flu Season Is Here 
 

Are you prepared for the flu 
season? 
Here are some facts that you need to 
know about the flu.  This information is 
provided by the Centers for Disease – 
Control and Prevention 
The Flu is Contagious – Most healthy 
adults may be able to infect other people 
beginning 1 day before symptoms 
develop and up to 5 to 7 days after 
becoming sick.  Children may pass the 
virus for longer than 7 days.  Symptoms 
start 1 to 4 days after the virus enters the 
body.  That means that you may be able 
to pass on the flu to someone else before 
you know you are sick, as well as while 
you are sick.  Some people can be 
infected with flu virus but have no 
symptoms.  During this time, those 
persons may still spread the virus to 
others. 
Person to Person – People with flu 
can spread it to others up to about 6 feet 
away.  Most experts think that flu 
viruses are spread mainly by droplets 
made when people with flu cough, 
sneeze or talk.  These droplets can land 
in the mouths or noses of people who 
are nearby or possibly be inhaled into 
the lungs.  Less often, a person might 
also get flu by touching a surface or 
object that has flu virus on it and then 
touching their own mouth or nose.  
Studies have shown that human 
influenza viruses generally survive on 
surfaces between 2 and 8 hour. 
What can I do to protect myself 
against the flu? 
The single best way to protect 
against the flu is to get a flu 
vaccine each year.  CDC recommends 

that everyone 6 months and older, 
especially people at high risk for 
developing serious complications from 
flu, get vaccinated each season.  
What are other preventive actions to 
stop the spread of the flu virus? 

 Try to avoid close contact with sick 
people. 

 If you are sick with flu-like illness, 
CDC recommends that you stay 
home for at least 24 hours after 
your fever is gone except to get 
medical care or for other 
necessities.  Your fever should be 
gone without the use of a fever-
reducing medicine. 

 While sick, limit contact with 
others as much as possible to keep 
from infecting them. 

 Cover your nose and mouth with a 
tissue when you cough or sneeze.  
Throw the tissue in the trash after 
you use it. 

 Wash your hands often with soap 
and water.  If soap and water are 
not available, use an alcohol-based 
hand rub. 

 Thoroughly wash linens, eating 
utensils, and dishes belonging to 
those who are sick.  Use a 
dishwasher or wash by hand using 
soap and water.   

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose 
and mouth.  Germs spread this 
way. 
 

STAY HEALTHY – AVOID 
THE FLU 
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Administration 
 
On behalf of our administrative 
staff, I would like to welcome 
everyone back. I hope you had a 
restful holiday season and are 
energized to finish out the year 
strong.  
We are excited about the wonderful 
things we have planned this 
semester. We like to reward our 
students for the hard work, 
attendance in the classroom, and 
good discipline. This semester we 
will be re-introducing our 
Renaissance program that rewards 
students with an A or A/B average. 
Be on the lookout for details about 
that program. If you own a 
business in the area and would like 
to be a part of rewarding students 
in our Renaissance program, please 
feel free to contact me. 
Every semester is a new 
opportunity for a fresh start. Our 
past does not determine our future. 
So we spend a little time in the 
classroom reminding students to 
stay focused. We have a term that 
was introduced by Mr. Graves this 
year called our ‘non-negotiable 
behaviors’. As we visit the 
classrooms, we emphasize these 
non-negotiables. High School is 
their job and just like the work 
force, there are expectations on 
their job site.  

If you are not familiar with our 
non-negotiables, here are a few 
rules that we stress to students: 
-The obvious non-negotiables are: 
Weapons, Drugs, Fighting, 
Harassment, Bullying, 
Alcohol, Profanity, and 
Prescription Drugs 
-Other areas that will not be 
tolerated are: Disrespect and 
Defiance towards Adults 
We have discussed the use of cell 
phones in our building. Students 
know when and where the 
appropriate time and place are to 
have our cell phones out and using 
them. In the event they have their 
phone out at an inappropriate time 
or place, they will be asked to put 
their phone away. Refusal to obey 
those instructions is not a cell 
phone violation, it is a defiance 
issue and will be dealt with as such. 
I hope this example will help you in 
understanding our non-negotiable 
behavior rule.  
This semester is going to pass by so 
quickly. I am excited about 2016 
and I hope you are too. Please feel 
free to call the administrative staff 
if you have any questions or 
concerns. We are here to help make 
your child’s high school experience 
one that they will remember and 
cherish.  
 
Tammy Hodges 
864-279-6731 office 
864-316-5918 cell 
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Category Current SAT New SAT 

Total Testing Time 3 hours and 45 minutes 3 hours (plus 50 minutes for the optional Essay) 

Components 1. Critical Reading 

2. Writing 

3. Mathematics 

4. Essay 

1.  Evidence-Based Reading and Writing 

a. Reading test 

b. Writing and Language Test 

2. Math 

3. Essay (Optional) 

Important features  Emphasis on general reasoning 

skills 

 Emphasis on vocabulary, often in 

limited context 

 Complex scoring (a point for a 

correct answer and a deduction for 

an incorrect answer:  blank 

responses have no impact on scores) 

 Focus on the knowledge, skills and 

understandings that research has identified as 

most important for college and career readiness 

and success 

 Greater emphasis on the meaning of words in 

extended contexts and on how word choice 

shapes meaning, tone, and impact 

 Rights-only scoring (no penalty for guessing) 

Essay  Required and given at the beginning 

of the SAT 

 25 minutes to write the essay. 

 Tests writing skill; students take a 

position on a presented issue 

 Optional and given at the end of the SAT; 

postsecondary institutions determine whether 

they will require the Essay for admission. 

 50 minutes to write the essay.  

 Tests reading, analysis and writing skills; 

students produce a written analysis of a provided 

source text 

Sub-score reporting None Sub-scores for every test, providing added insight for 

students, parents, admission officers, educators, and 

counselors. 

 

The New SAT:  What You Need to Know 
 

Beginning with the March test, the format and questions students see on 
the SAT will change.  Below, is a table comparing the current SAT with the 
New SAT.  Students are encouraged to visit the College Board website, at 
www.collegeboard.org  for more information.  Also, students can link their 
College Board account with Kahn Academy to receive free, personalized 
practice from Kahn Academy.  The link can be found at the College Board 
website.  
 

http://www.collegeboard.org/
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Sports 

 
Claw Classic 

 

Over Christmas break the boys’ 
varsity and junior varsity teams 
won the Claw Classic at Woodruff 
High School. As for the varsity, 
they defeated Southside Christian 
on the first day by the final of 59-52 
and beat Woodruff for the 
championship 70-56 the following 
night. Both games were highly 
competitive and intense, but the 
Centurions prevailed in the end. In 
the championship game, the 
Centurions were led by seniors 
Damion Farr and Tyreek Miller. 
Farr finished with a game-high 22 
points, including four three-
pointers while Miller added 14 
points, 17 rebounds, 7 assists, 3 
steals and 2 blocks. It was quite the 
performance put on by those two 
players.  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
Border Tournament 
 

 

The JV wrestling team competed in 
the Border Sectional on January 16 
at Clover High School.  Wrestlers 
who placed in the top 4 advanced 
to the state tournament.   
 

2 JV wrestlers qualified for State. 

 

JT Pearson 

Gregg Phanhly 

 

 

(Pictured left to right) 

(MSP) Donovan Murray 

(CMS) Deondre Smith 

(CMS) Bryant Davis 

(MSP) Tristan Lawter 
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Special Education  

 
What if you were told eyeglasses 
and contact lenses were not 
allowed at the DMV? What if the 
state required all drivers be able to 
drive without sunglasses? Although 
some feel that accommodations 
serve as a crutch for students, we 
rely on and appreciate when 
accommodations are made for us.  
 
In the classroom, 
“accommodations are alterations in 
the way tasks are presented that 
allow children with learning 
disabilities to complete the same 
assignments as other students. 
Accommodations do not alter the 
content of assignments, give 
students an unfair advantage or in 
the case of assessments, change 
what a test measures. They do 
make it possible for students with 
learning differences to show what 
they know without being impeded 
by their disability.” 
(Accommodations for Students 
with LD: 
ldonline.org/article/8022/)   
 
Elevators, ramps, large fonts, 
corrective lenses, hearing aids, 
magnifying glasses/reading glasses, 
walking canes, crutches, 
wheelchairs, GPS navigation, 
ramps, elevators, Velcro laces  --  
 

These are all examples of 
ACCOMMODATIONS. Please 
remember this when a student asks 
to exercise his/her right to access 
the general education curriculum 
by using accommodations listed in 
the Individualized Educational 
Plan (IEP). It’s their right; it’s 
federal law.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Broome High School   381 Cherry Hill Road    Spartanburg, SC  29307 Page | 7 

World Language 
Spanish 2 classes have been busy 
incorporating technology into their 
lessons. One resource that we are 
using in Spanish 2 is VoiceThread. 
VoiceThread is an online 
collaboration tool that allows me to 
post documents and videos for my 
students. They can then respond to 
my “thread” by uploading files, 
videos, voice recordings, etc. 
Students can see each other’s 
responses as well. For this first 
assignment, I posted a video of 
myself asking students about their 
preferences. I gave them two 
choices (in Spanish) of their 
preferences regarding vocabulary 
from last year. For example, 
“¿Prefieres el fútbol americano o el 
fútbol?” (Do you prefer football or 
soccer?) Students then post a video 
response indicating their 
preferences. One other advantage 
of VoiceThread is that it allows 
teachers to post audio responses to 
student work. One downside to 
VoiceThread is that it has a yearly 
subscription. However, school 
licenses are available. For more 
information, please visit 
http://voicethread.com/. 
 

 

 
 

 

http://voicethread.com/
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English 
 
Students from Dr. Parker’s Public 
Speaking/Journalism Class at BHS 
enjoyed performing a Readers 
Theatre for students at Clifdale 
Elementary. 
 

 
 

Vocabulary Scavenger 
Hunt 
 
Lisa Page’s English Strategies 
students participated in a 
Vocabulary Scavenger Hunt while 
reading Thirteen Reasons Why. 
Armed with approximately 20 
words per team, students 
frantically scoured the media 
center for index cards containing 
the definitions that matched their 
words. Members of the first team 
to match all words to the correct 
definitions were awarded bonus 
points on the vocabulary quiz later 
that week, as well as a candy treat 
when they returned to class. A 
great time was had by all. “It’s 

always fun to watch the students 
learn when they have no idea that 
they are learning!” 
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Science 

Mrs. Brandi Hart, a BASF 
representative, visited Ms. Foster’s 
Environmental Science and Mrs. 
Kanipe’s Chemistry classes to 
demonstrate how BASF uses 
scrubbers to remove chemicals 
from emissions in order to prevent 
air pollution. After a presentation, 
students participated in an 
interactive activity using a fairly 
simple set up of CO2 & water and 
bubbling the CO2 through the 
water to make carbonic 
acid…which students then verified 
through pH strip testing & a color 
change. 
 

 
 

 
 

rs. Fox’s AP Biology went 
to Wofford College to 
complete the Lac Operon 

Lab. Students explored the 
functioning of the enzyme Beta-
galactosidase derived from the 
bacterium Escherichia coli. 
Students designed their own 
experiment to determine the 
regulation of the Lac Operon. 
Students also received guided tour 
of Wofford’s Science Department 
and campus.  
 

he Anatomy Honors class 
enjoyed a field trip to VCOM 
Anatomy Lab in December. 

The BHS students were able to tour 
the cadaver lab, study, observe and 
touch various bones, muscles and 
nerves in the human body while 
interacting with the VCOM med 
students.  They also learned the 
difference in an M.D. degree and a 
D.O. degree. VCOM offers a 
professional graduate degree of 
doctor of Osteopathic Medicine 
(DO) and is located at 350 Howard 
Street in Spartanburg, SC. Other 
branches of VCOM are also located 
in Blacksburg, Virginia 
and  Auburn, Alabama. 
Spartanburg is certainly lucky to 
have such an excellent medical 
school! 

 
 
 

M 

T 
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Social Studies 
 

Mrs. Brackett’s AP United States History 
class has been studying how the 
problems that emerged in politics and 
society during the Gilded Age were 
addressed at the turn of the 20th Century 
by the Progressive movement. Students 
traveled to the Biltmore Estate in 
Asheville, NC prior to the winter break 
where they experienced first-hand the 
excessive wealth of one captain of 
industry during the Gilded Age, 
Cornelius Vanderbilt. They experienced 
both a guided tour of the house and a 
behind the scenes tour during their visit. 
Guides explained the various ways that 
the Vanderbilt family were examples of 
the elite during that time period while 
also treating their workers well and 
ensuring positive working conditions on 
the estate. Students learned about a 
typical day in the life of both the 
homeowners and the workers, the vast 
disparity of wealth that existed between 
the two, and how the resources on the 
property helped keep the estate self-
sufficient. The information acquired on 
this field trip helped students relate to 
the content in this unit of study in a 
tangible way that went beyond the 
words printed on a page or watching a 
video in class. 

 

Fine Arts  

 

This month will be the District 3 
Art Show at the Chapman Culture 
Center. 
 
Pieces will be showing from Jan. 11 
until Feb. 19.  A Reception will take 
place Jan 25.  Come show your 
support for the Fine Arts of 
Spartanburg District 3. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.chapmanculturalcenter.org/
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Let’s Go to 
DC!!! 

Why?  To 
See the 
President of 
Course!!! 

 

 

 
 When:  January 18-22, 2017, 

Broome High School is taking 48 

LUCKY students to see the 2017 

Presidential Inauguration.  

(Attendance, grades, and behavior 

will determine your standing for 

the trip! ) 
 

 THE TRIP IS FIRST COME, 

FIRST SERVE, and will be based 

on your attendance, grades, and 

teacher recommendation(s).   

 The trip is only for CURRENT 
juniors, sophomores, or freshmen.   

 

 Cost: $885 per person (that 

includes EVERYTHING except for 

spending money…meals, hotel, 

bus ride, attractions, everything!) 
 

 1st Payment due January 26, 2016 
in the amount of $100 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will have an entire year to 
make payments/fundraise for this!  

For more information, see Ms. 
Sprouse!!! 

ssprouse@spartanburg3.org 

864-279-6763 

  

mailto:ssprouse@spartanburg3.org
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Yearbooks 
Information 

 
To order your yearbook online, 
please log on to 
www.YearbookOrderCenter.com. 
You may also call the company toll 
free at 1.866.287.3096.  

 

The order number is: 

10678 

 

Please have this number handy 
when you call or log in to order 
your yearbook.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Class of 2017 Meeting 1/29/16 
 

ACT             2/6/16 

 

Grades to Guidance   2/9/16 

 

Interims to Students 2/10/16 

 

Career Fair   2/12/16 

 

9th Grade Tour DMTC 2/18/16 

 

9th Grade Tour DMTC 2/19/16 

 

College Bound Day  2/24/16  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 

http://www.yearbookordercenter.com/
https://www.yearbookordercenter.com/index.cfm/Product/index
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2015-16  
SPARTANBURG COUNTY 
SCHOOLS  
EMERGENCY WEATHER 
PROCEDURES 
  

The school district cannot guarantee the 
safety of road conditions at any time. 
The district administration makes the 
decision whether or not to operate 
schools. Parents must make the decision 
whether or not to send their children to 
school during bad weather conditions.  
When ice or snow causes hazardous 
driving conditions, the district will 
operate schools only when roads are 
safe. School officials begin checking road 
conditions in the evening before if 
needed and about 4:00 a.m. on the 
school day in question. Many times, 
however, conditions cannot be 
determined until two to three hours 
later because snow or ice often occurs at 
daybreak. When possible, a decision will 
be made early - usually before 6:00 a.m. 
Once a decision is made, we notify radio 
and TV stations, and their 
announcements are usually aired 
immediately and during their news. The 
announcement is usually repeated 
frequently until the normal time for 
school to begin. Our district will also 
use our Rapid Alert system and 
new phone app to notify parents as 
soon as a decision is made. Our 
district will also use our webpages, 
Facebook, and Twitter. Employees 
are also notified by e-mail.  
If a decision to close schools cannot be 
made by 5:30 a.m., a school opening 
may be delayed for an hour or more. If a 
school opening time is delayed, our staff 
may not be at the schools until the 

announced time. Therefore, students 
may not be brought to school until the 
announced opening time.  
When the district and schools close due 
to weather conditions, students and 
parents are requested to help school 
personnel and the local radio/TV 
stations to communicate accurate 
information as early and as quickly as 
possible. The radio and TV station staff 
are anxious to cooperate with the 
schools in making these 
announcements.  
A. GENERAL DISTRICT PLAN:  
1. District officials will request that local 
radio and TV stations broadcast the 
decision no later than 6:00 a.m. The 
district will also announce via our new 
phone app, webpages, Facebook, and 
Twitter.  
2. District officials will request that the 
media make announcements as often as 
possible. Students, parents, and other 
interested persons are asked not to 
telephone school personnel so the 
district may have the telephone lines 
open so that those employees 
responsible for making the decision can 
communicate with each other. In past 
weather emergencies, our 
announcements of a decision have been 
hampered because of excessive 
telephone calls.  
3. If a home does not have a radio or TV, 
the student or family member should 
arrange to get the information from a 
relative or friend.  
 

 

 

Statement of Non-Discrimination Spartanburg School District 
Three does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, disability or age in its programs or activities and provides equal 
access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The 
following person(s) has been designated to handle inquiries regarding 
the nondiscrimination policies: Director of Personnel and Pupil 
Services 3535 Clifton Glendale Road, Glendale, SC 29346 (864)279-
6000 
 


